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Weekly Schedule of Services
	Sunday: 
	10:15 AM
	Bible Class

	
	11:00 AM
	Morning Service

	Thursday: 
	  7:30 PM
	Mid-week Service

	

	Services Broadcast Live @ www.FreeGraceMedia.com/live


	Web Address

Be sure to bookmark our website for daily articles and audio messages:

www.FreeGraceMedia.com

	Weekly Meeting Location

251 Green Lane

Ewing, NJ, 08638
	Mailing Address
7 Birch Street
Pennington, NJ 08534

Clay Curtis, pastor

	Phone: 615-513-4464  |  Email: clay@freegracemedia.com

	If you would like to receive this bulletin sent weekly 

to your email then send a note to the email address above. 

Articles in this bulletin are by the pastor unless otherwise noted.




SUNDAY’S READING IN PROVERBS

Proverbs 11: 30: The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.

(-----------------------------(
To me the end of all controversy is “Thus saith the Lord.” Only let me know that the Lord hath said this or that, and though the revelation should seem impossible to believe, and though it should come into conflict with all my previous notions, I will bow before it without a question. “The Lord hath said it,” stands to us instead of all reason, and argument, and evidence; yea, we believe God in the teeth of supposed evidence and reason, saying, “Let God be true, but every man a liar.”  Charles Spurgeon
(-----------------------------(
It pleased God to save through the preaching of the gospel because it glorifies Christ as our Prophet, Priest and King.  Christ said, “My people shall know my name: therefore they shall know in that day that I am he that doth speak: behold it is I.”  Then he declared how.  As his watchmen lift up their voice preaching the gospel of Christ—“with the Voice together shall they sing.”  Not only do Christ’s messengers lift up our voices together in that we preach the same message, but also, the only way the gospel is made effectual in the heart of a sinner is by Christ our Prophet lifting up his voice together with ours as we preach. He speaks into the heart of his redeemed so that by the Voice of our Prophet we are taught the gospel in spirit and in truth and made to know him. (Is 52: 6-8) In addition, as our faithful and merciful High Priest, having made intercession for us in the holiest, he comes to us, sprinkles his blood on our hearts, and succors us, making us willing to be reconciled to God our Father.  Lastly, all of this is sure to happen at the hour appointed for each of his redeemed because Christ our risen King is able to sovereignly send the gospel wherever his redeemed are and irresistibly bring us to believe on him.   So we see that the reason it pleased God to save through the foolishness of preaching is not only to give Christ his Son all the glory as the subject we preach but also to give Christ all the glory as our Prophet, Priest and King making it effectual in our heart.
The LORD is absolutely Sovereign in all things.  He is Sovereign in creation, in providence and especially the Salvation of sinners. (Isaiah 46:10-13; Psalm 115:3) The scripture says God, in sovereign election, loved Jacob and hated Esau and this before they were ever born having done neither good nor evil. (Romans 9:11-13) This is the doctrine of election that the self-righteous man despises but it is the doctrine of free Grace that the sinner loves.  A sinner is one that has no hope of ever pleasing God and by nature knows if left to himself he would never chose Christ. (Romans 3:10-20; John 6:44) Had God not elected there would be no salvation. (Romans 9:29)  But God chose and Christ died for the elect.  The Spirit quickens to life and the elect believe.  Therefore those saved by grace love the gospel of Grace.  Pastor Fred Evans
(-----------------------------(
“And he came near, and kissed him: and he smelled the smell of his raiment, and blessed him, and said, See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which the LORD hath blessed.” Gen.27:27
There is, without a doubt, no clearer picture or type of the blessing of God Almighty to an unworthy rebel than the blessing of Jacob by his father Isaac. 
     Jacob had exhibited the true nature of a wretched sinner. In Jacob’s mind, the only way he could get his father’s blessing was to impersonate his brother Esau. Lying with every breath, Jacob attempted to convince his father that he was someone else. Not until Isaac smelled the coat of Esau did he bestow the blessing. The smell of his first born satisfied the aging Isaac. 
     And just as the smell of Esau’s coat that covered Jacob ushered in the blessing to the younger son…Christ’s royal robe of righteousness, imputed to everyone that believeth in Christ, is the smell of satisfaction, obedience, and truthfulness to God the Father. 
     In ourselves, we are but “Jacobs,” deceivers, liars and supplanters. But robed in the glorious robe of Christ’s imputed righteousness…we are accepted and blessed in the Beloved…Apart from Him, there is no hope, no life, and no blessing from the just and Holy God.                                                                           Pastor Marvin Stalnaker
(-----------------------------(
Christ prayed to the Father “The glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one.” (Jn 17: 22) The “glory” that Christ gives his people which makes us one even as God the Father and God the Son are one is the gospel.  We see it in the reason that Christ gave his preachers “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.”  (Eph 4: 13) Those who have been given the glory, “Endeavour to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.” (Eph 4: 3)
(-----------------------------(

We are so prone to judge God’s love to us by his providence instead of his promises.  
                                                                                               William Mason (1719-1791)
THREE QUESTIONS TO ASK IN THE FACE OF OPPOSITION
In great wisdom, Christ builds his spiritual house using his church to preach his gospel. (1 Cor 1: 21; Eph 4: 8-16) By calling and growing us through the preaching of the gospel, Christ makes the gospel the most vital necessity to each believer, personally.  (Job 23: 12; Ps 84: 1-4) Also, through the preaching of Christ, our Head cements us together with each member in his body by making us know we need one another to be able to support the gospel so we can continue under it together.  In addition, by experiencing the power of the gospel, Christ makes us know how vital it is for us to send it forth into all the world that Christ might call out more of his lost sheep by this means.  Therefore, Christ causes believers to live and work based on where the church meets and where we can be near to fellowship and help our brethren.  But as we endeavor to arrange our lives around the preaching of Christ crucified we are sure to face opposition.  Yet, opposition in providence does not always mean God is against the way we are endeavoring to go.  So how do we know?  God’s way is always according to his word; God’s way always brings glory to God in Christ; and God’s way is always for the good of his people.  Let’s see this in two examples from scripture.
      First, when the LORD stirred up the children of Judah to rebuild the temple soon they experienced opposition from the enemy, who eventually made them cease by force. (Ez 1: 1-6; 4: 4-5, 23-24) The LORD controlled this opposing providence.  But the LORD never said stop building.  They decided based on providence.  For eighteen years they said, “The time is not come, the time that the LORD’s house should be built.” (Hag 1: 1-2) We should not make decisions based on providence.  We should ask, “Is this according to the Lord’s word? Will this bring glory to God in Christ? Is this what is best for God’s people?”  If they had asked this concerning building the temple the answer would have been yes. So God sent his preachers declaring, “Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the LORD.” (Hag 1: 8) 

     Secondly, while the children of Judah built their own houses they sowed much but produced little; they earned wages but their expenses made it like they were putting their wages into a bag with holes. (Hag 1: 3-7) They could not know by providence but had they asked those three questions concerning if they should continue building their houses while the Lord’s house lay waste then they would have already known what God sent his preacher declaring, “when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why? saith the LORD of hosts. Because of mine house that is waste, and ye run every man unto his own house. Therefore the heaven over you is stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed from her fruit. And I called for a drought upon the land, and upon the mountains, and upon the corn, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which the ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon cattle, and upon all the labour of the hands.” (Hag 1: 9-11) 
     Due to the lust of our flesh, we usually do as the children of Judah.  When providence opposed them in God’s way, they used it to quickly decide, “It is not time that the Lord’s house should be built.” But when providence opposed them in their way, they ignored it, doing all they could to persevere building their own houses.  The best way is not to make our decisions based on providence.  We should ask, “Is this way according to God’s word? Will this bring glory to God in Christ?  Is this for the good of God’s people?” When the answer is yes and we go in God’s way, no matter what we face, we can be sure that God says to us what he said when Judah returned to rebuilding the temple, “From this day will I bless you.” (Hag 2: 18-19)   
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