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Thursday, we saw in Matthew’s gospel how that when we enter into fellow-ship with Christ then we shall face trials. 
· But the trial is a must because we are taught of Christ through the stormy trial

· So we see the importance of staying in fellowship with him and his people.

This morning we will see that again in our text in Acts 27.  

Title: Except Ye Stay in the Ship

The apostle Paul was being carried, bound to Rome to stand before Caesar. 
· There were many fellows in the ship with Paul—like believers they were in fellowship.
· Different kinds of people: Roman centurion and soldiers, sailors, and Paul, Luke, Aristachus from the church in Thessalonica—they were in fellow-ship—a picture of believer’s in fellow-ship with one another in Christ.
Then a large storm came upon them--Euroclydon.

· They tried to save themselves. And could not.

· At last, having heard from the Lord, Paul stood up and declared the word of the Lord in their midst.
Acts 27: 22: And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man’s life among you, but of the ship. 23  For there stood by me this night the angel of God, [Christ the Lord] whose I am, and whom I serve, 24  Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee. 25: Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me. 26: Howbeit we must be cast upon a certain island. 27: But when the fourteenth night was come, as we were driven up and down in Adria, about midnight the shipmen deemed that they drew near to some country; 28: And sounded, and found it twenty fathoms: and when they had gone a little further, they sounded again, and found it fifteen fathoms. 29: Then fearing lest we should have fallen upon rocks, they cast four anchors out of the stern, and wished for the day. 30: And as the shipmen were about to flee out of the ship, when they had let down the boat into the sea, under colour as though they would have cast anchors out of the foreship, 31  Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.
· Christ had spoken to Paul his messenger.

· Paul his messenger was in fellow ship with these men and he spoke Christ’s word to these men.

· And because of the promise Christ gave Paul, Paul said, “Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.”
Proposition: When God reveals that salvation is by being in fellow-ship with Christ through faith, he reveals to us that we must abide in fellow-ship together—under his gospel, with his people, this is his word—and if we will not obey his word and stay in Christ with his people, we cannot be saved.

· On Christ’s authority, Paul said, “Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.”
· On Christ’s authority, I say to you, “Except ye abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.”
· Why is it so important to abide in fellowship with Christ and his people.
I. FIRST, IT WAS IN THE SHIP WHERE CHRIST SPOKE TO THEM THROUGH HIS MINISTER, THE APOSTLE PAUL—Acts 27: 22: And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man’s life among you, but of the ship. 23  For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, 24  Saying,…
A. The apostle Paul was only a sinner just like everyone else in that ship, Paul was going through the same storm, affected the same as them.

1. The difference was that Paul was Christ’s messenger—Paul said, “there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve.”

2. So Paul declared to them, not his own word, but what Christ declared to him.

Illustrate: This reminds me of the word of the apostle John, “That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” (1Jo 1:3)

App. So if these men disobey Paul and his exhortation, who are they really disobeying? Christ!

B. You see, Christ’s preacher is only a sinner like you, in the same ship as you, going through the same stormy seas as you, getting sea-sick the same as you.

1. The difference is, Christ’s preacher is Christ’s preacher therefore, he has the responsibility to declare to you, not his own word, but Christ’s word.

C. That was the means by which Christ saved everyone in that ship. It was by using his messenger to declare to all in fellow-ship, the word of Christ. And that is how Christ saves his people—through his messenger preaching his word—to each one in fellow-ship!

Romans 10: 13: For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 14  How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 15: And how shall they preach, except they be sent? [this comes down to Christ getting the glory for sending his messenger with his message] as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!. [Christ said in that day they shall know it is I that doth speak] 16: But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? [but did God change his means because some did not believe? What if some jump ship anyway, does that make the word of God without effect? God forbid! Here is the conclusion concerning them that do believe] 17: So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

· Christ said the word I speak is spirit and life 
· and Christ says it pleased God for him to speak his word effectually through an earthen vessel 
· that no flesh should glory in his presence

· that the power may be of God and not of us.

· That he that glories let him glory in the Lord.
App. Anyone who would still object after hearing those reasons, never has heard Christ speak to begin with! That is just so!

· So the first reason, we need to remain in fellow-ship is because it pleased God to save through the foolishness of preaching.
· And the word preached is the word of Christ himself

· If we would be saved by Christ we need to hear and heed Christ’s word to abide in him.

II. SECONDLY, NOT ONLY DO WE STAY IN THE SHIP BECAUSE IT IS HERE THAT CHRIST USES HIS MEANS TO SPEAK, BUT ALSO BECAUSE IT IS IN THE SHIP UNDER THAT MEANS THAT WE HEAR THE MESSAGE OF HOW WE SHALL BE SAVED—
A. Paul cried, v22: now, I exhort you be of good cheer—think of what was going on.
· The waves coming over the ship

· The ship rocking

· The men tossed

· In Christ we suffer trials, but as Paul said, “Be of good cheer!”

B. v22: for there shall be no loss of any man’s life among you, but of the ship.
1. What? Abide in the ship, no loss of any man’s life in the ship, but the life of the ship must be lost.  The gospel does not make sense to the natural man.
2. But you who are saved understand this—Acts 27: 41: And falling into a place where two seas met, they ran the ship aground; and the forepart stuck fast, and remained unmoveable, but the hinder part was broken with the violence of the waves.
· Christ Jesus is our Ship of salvation: two seas met in him.

· Justice broke him in the violence of the waves, under the wrath of God

· By that justice, all for whom he died receive mercy—

· That very act by which he declared God just, also declared God the Justifier 

· Truth and mercy are two seas that met in Christ on the cross by which God saves all those given to Christ

Gal 2: 20: I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; 

· I was in the ship when the ship was broken.

· And because that ship was broken, nevertheless I live.

Gal 2: 20…yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

3. Look down the page and see how those who could not swim made it to shore—and none died—43: But the centurion, willing to save Paul, kept them from their purpose; and commanded that they which could swim should cast themselves first into the sea, and get to land: 44  And the rest, some on boards, and some on broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land.

C. But where did Paul get this message to preach--23  For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, 

D. What was Christ’s message--24  Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee.

1. Just as Paul must be brought before Caesar, all for whom Christ died, must be brought before God.

Eph 5: 25…Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 26  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,27  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.
2. All God’s elect must be saved because just as Christ gave all those men to Paul, God gave all his elect to Christ—v24:…lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee.

Ac 4:12  Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

E. Paul believed Christ and so do I; I say with Paul to you in this fellow-ship with me—v25  Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me.
III. LASTLY, THERE IS A HOWBEIT, 26: Howbeit we must be cast upon a certain island—

Illustration: That island was Melita: now called Malta. Paul healed a man there. I am told there is a gospel church there to this day.
A. Whether that is so or not, I know this, we must be cast in certain places where Christ has a people, that we might preach this same gospel to them.
1. God chose them.

· Christ redeemed them

· The Holy Spirit shall regenerate them

· So Christ must cast us with his gospel upon their certain island.

App. Brethren, we must abide in fellowship, not just for our own salvation, but for the salvation of those Christ shall call through us preaching the gospel.

Joh 17:20  Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word;

B. Not only that, in fellow-ship with Christ, our faith will be tried and proven the work of God-Acts 27: 27: But when the fourteenth night was come, as we were driven up and down in Adria, about midnight the shipmen deemed that they drew near to some country; 28  And sounded, and found it twenty fathoms: and when they had gone a little further, they sounded again, and found it fifteen fathoms. 29: Then fearing lest we should have fallen upon rocks, they cast four anchors out of the stern, and wished for the day. 30  And as the shipmen were about to flee out of the ship, when they had let down the boat into the sea, under colour as though they would have cast anchors out of the foreship, 31: Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.
A. After Paul preached Christ’s word to them, Christ let them endure that storm for 14 days.

Illustration: Brother Paul Mahan, Gabe Stalnaker and me and our wives crossed that little bay from Rhode Island to Block Island on the ferry in terrible seas. We did it in an hour or so; I can’t imagine enduring those seas for 14 days.

1. By the trial of this storm, Christ proved the men in the stern had faith, they believed Christ’s word through Paul—they dropped anchor and waited for the day.

2. But by the trial, Christ proved the men in the foreship did not believe—they pretended to be letting down the anchor but they were really letting down a lifeboat. 
3. By the trial, Christ proved the soldiers believed the word spoken to them—Paul spoke, v31: Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved. 32: Then the soldiers cut off the ropes of the boat, and let her fall off.
App. Brethren, except Christ save every sinner he promised to save, none can be saved.  If he loses one, he saves none. But thanks be to God, Christ said,
Joh 6:39  And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.
John 10: 27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 28  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 29  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand. 30  I and my Father are one.
App. Because of Christ’s blood, we must be saved. We must be brought through every storm, we must be cast on God’s eternal shore of Canaan. And Christ shall lose none! But as Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved. 
Joh 15:4  Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.

1 John 1:3: That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.

If he has revealed this gospel to you, then you will do this: Acts 27: 32: Then the soldiers cut off the ropes of the boat, and let her fall off.
Illustration: Faith relies on NO "JUST-IN-CASE LIFE BOATS" Christ is All!
AMEN!

